Styling Access Keys in Web Forms
Styling Access Keys in Web Forms



Problem



You want to create a visual indicator to show which characters are
      access keys in a form.

Solution



Use the descendant selector to isolate characters within the label
      tag that represent access keys.
First, create a CSS rule with a selector that states the text
      within em tags that are within a form is
      underlined:
form em {
 text-decoration: underline;
 font-style: normal;
}
Wrap an em element around a letter in the
      label element that represents the access key:
<form id="msgform" name="msgform" method="post" action="/">
 <label for="fmtitle" accesskey="i">T<em>i</em>tle</label>
 <select name="fmtitle" id="fmtitle">
  <option value="ms">Ms.</option>
  <option value="mrs">Mrs.</option>
  <option value="miss">Miss</option>
  <option value="mr">Mr.</option>
 </select>
 <label for="fmname" accesskey="n"><em>N</em>ame</label>
 <input type="text" name="fmname" id="fmname" />
 <label for="fmemail" accesskey="e"><em>E</em>mail</label>
 <input type="text"  name="fmemail" id="fmemail" />
 <label for="fmstate" accesskey="a">St<em>a</em>te/Province</label>
 <input type="text" name="fmstate" id="fmstate" />
 <label for="fmcountry" accesskey="y">Countr<em>y</em></label>
 <input type="text" name="fmcountry" id="fmcountry" />
 <label for="fmmsg" accesskey="m"><em>M</em>essage</label>
 <textarea name="fmmsg" id="fmmsg" rows="5" cols="14"></textarea>
 <input type="submit" name="submit" value="send" class="submit" />
</form>

Discussion



An access key allows users with disabilities to navigate quickly
      through sections of a web page. However, users without limited surfing
      ability can also make use of access keys. By underlining characters that
      represent access keys, you can let users quickly navigate a form without
      switching to a mouse or other pointing device.
Access keys are supported in Safari, Chrome, IE, Firefox, and
      Opera.

See Also



http://www.alistapart.com/articles/accesskeys/ for more
      information about styling access keys


Design Resources



	A List Apart’s “CSS Topics” (http://www.alistapart.com/topics/code/css/)
	At this website, most of the articles published on the topic of CSS
          come in from web designers sharing their thoughts and breakthroughs
          with CSS-enabled design.

	Layout Reservoir (http://www.bluerobot.com/web/layouts/)
	This small but valuable resource from BlueRobot.com
          covers two- and three-column
          layouts.

	CSS/Edge (http://www.meyerweb.com/eric/css/edge/)
	Eric A. Meyer’s workshop displays some of his more advanced
          CSS experiments.

	CSS Zen Garden (http://www.csszengarden.com/)
	CSS Zen Garden showcases how web developers from all over the
          world restyle the same content. Surfing through several designs is
          great inspiration, but it’s also a fantastic way to better
          understand the concept of separating presentation from
          content.

	“CSS Layout Techniques” (http://www.glish.com/css/)
	This web page from Glish.com presents one of the first
          collections of multicolumn layouts created in CSS without the use of
          HTML tables.

	Microformats blog (http://www.microformats.org/)
	This blog defines and promotes standards for coding unique
          pieces of content. Check the microformats listing for methods you
          can use to code common data such as calendar events, contact
          information, or even the abbr element.

	SimpleQuiz Archives (http://www.simplebits.com/bits/simplequiz/)
	Web designer and author Dan Cederholm conducted a series of
          quizzes trying to determine the best methods for marking and styling
          common web development scenarios. In addition to reading the
          conclusion to each quiz, you can read each quiz’s comments by web
          designers to get a more informed opinion on coding practices.

	Smashing Magazine’s CSS articles (http://www.smashingmagazine.com/category/css/)
	This online magazine aggregates blog posts and online articles
          from web developers and designers on the Internet, and publishes
          summaries of their findings.

	Typetester (http://typetester.maratz.com/)
	This is a flexible tool that allows web developers to
          customize three sets of type and then generates the basic CSS for
          easy copying and pasting. Available features include setting the
          values for fonts, size, tracking, leading, letter spacing,
          alignments, and more.




Creating Contextual Menus



Problem



You have a navigation menu, created with Creating Text Navigation Menus and Rollovers, and you want to
      highlight the current page’s location on the menu, as shown in Figure 7-30.
[image: The navigation set of links]

Figure 7-30. The navigation set of links



Solution



Place an id attribute in the
      body element of the web document:
<body id="pagespk">
Also, place id
      attributes in the anchor elements for each link in the menu:
<div id="navsite">
  <h5>Site navigation:</h5>
  <ul>
   <li><a href="/" id="linkhom">Home</a></li>
   <li><a href="/about/" id="linkabt">About</a></li>
   <li><a href="/archives/" id="linkarh">Archives</a></li>
   <li><a href="/writing/" id="linkwri">Writing</a></li>
   <li><a href="/speaking/" id="linkspk">Speaking</a></li>
   <li><a href="/contact/" id="linkcnt">Contact</a></li>
  </ul>
</div>
With CSS, place two id selectors into one
      descendant selector to finish the menu (see Figure 7-31):
#pagespk a#linkspk {
 border-left: 10px solid #f33;
 border-right: 1px solid #f66;
 border-bottom: 1px solid #f33;
 background-color: #fcc;
 color: #333;
}
[image: The current link, which is different from the rest of the links]

Figure 7-31. The current link, which is different from the rest of the
        links



Discussion



If you have a small site, you can show a link in a set of
      navigation links representing the current page by stripping out the
      anchor link for that page:
<div id="navsite">
 <h5>Site navigation:</h5>
 <ul>
  <li><a href="/"Home</a></li>
  <li><a href="/about/">About</a></li>
  <li><a href="/archives/">Archives</a></li>
  <li><a href="/writing/" >Writing</a></li>
  <li>Speaking</li>
  <li><a href="/contact/" >Contact</a></li>
 </ul>
</div>
For larger sites that might contain secondary menus, stripping out
      the link tags on each page increases production and maintenance time. By
      marking up the links appropriately, you can call the links from a
      server-side include, and then you can edit the CSS rules that control
      the style of the navigation links as needed.
To expand the one CSS rule to include all the links in the
      navigation menu, group the descendant selectors by a comma and at least
      one space:
#pagehom a#linkhom:link,
#pageabt a#linkabt:link,
#pagearh a#linkarh:link,
#pagewri a#linkwri:link,
#pagespk a#linkspk:link,
#pagecnt a#linkcnt:link  {
 border-left: 10px solid #f33;
 border-right: 1px solid #f66;
 border-bottom: 1px solid #f33;
 background-color: #fcc;
 color: #333;
}
In each web document, make sure to put the appropriate
      id attribute in the body element.
      For example, for the home or main page of the site, the
      body element is <body
      id="pagehom">.

See Also



The CSS 2.1 specification on descendant selectors at http://www.w3.org/TR/CSS21/selector.html#descendant-selectors


Adding Audio with HTML5



Problem



You want to add audio to a web page with HTML5.

Solution



Use the audio element to specify an audio file,
      as shown in Figure 1-7:
<!DOCTYPE html>
<html lang="en">
 <head>
  <meta charset="utf-8">
  <title>CSS Cookbook</title>
 </head>
 <body>
  <h1>Audio Example</h1>
   <audio src="html5audio.ogg" autoplay controls>
    <a href="html5test.ogg">Download audio</a>
   </audio>
 </body>
</html>
[image: Audio added to a web page]

Figure 1-7. Audio added to a web page



Discussion



The audio element has five attributes
      associated with it: src,
      autobuffer, autoplay,
      loop, and controls. If you don’t
      have the controls attribute, the audio player disappears.
Audio compatibility



At the time of this writing, no one audio file type plays across all the browsers
        that support the HTML5 audio element, as shown in
        Table 1-1.
Table 1-1. Audio file format support in HTML5
	 	
                    Firefox
                3.5

                  	
                    Safari
                4

                  	
                    Chrome 3
                beta

                  	
                    Opera
                10

                  
	
                    
                      Ogg Vorbis
                    

                  	
                    Y

                  	 	
                    Y

                  	 
	
                    
                      MP3
                    

                  	 	
                    Y

                  	
                    Y

                  	 
	
                    
                      WAV
                    

                  	
                    Y

                  	
                    Y

                  	 	
                    Y

                  



To create a cross-browser solution, use the
        audio element along with the
        source element that cites both OGG and MP3 files.
        Then include Flash Player embed and
        object code afterward:
<audio controls autobuffer>
  <source src="html5audio.ogg" />
  <source src="html5audio.mp3" />
  <!-- include Adobe Flash player EMBED and OBJECT code here -->
</audio>
Note
If you do insert audio, setting the file to
          autoplay is not recommended, as it interferes
          with the experience for web surfers using screen readers.



See Also



Incorporating Video with HTML5 for adding video
      to web pages


Changing the Text Selection Color



Problem



You want to set the color of highlighted text when it is selected,
      as shown in Figure 3-40.
[image: Color set when selecting a passage of text with the mouse]

Figure 3-40. Color set when selecting a passage of text with the
        mouse


Solution



Use the ::selection pseudo-element to set both
      the color and the background color of text:
::selection {
 color: #90c;
 background: #cf0;
}

Discussion



At the time of this writing, the only browser supporting the
      ::selection pseudo-element is Safari. However, Firefox has
      its own proprietary CSS selector.
To include support for Firefox in conjunction with Safari,
      duplicate the ::selection CSS rule for the
      ::-moz-selection property:
::selection {
 color: #90c;
 background: #cf0;
}
::-moz-selection {
 color: #90c;
 background: #cf0;
}

See Also



The CSS3 specification for UI element fragments at http://www.w3.org/TR/2001/CR-css3-selectors-20011113/#UIfragments


Using Code Examples



This book is here to help you get your job done. In general, you may
    use the code in this book in your web pages and design. You do not need to
    contact us for permission unless you’re reproducing a significant portion
    of the code. For example, writing a program that uses several chunks of
    code from this book does not require permission. Selling or distributing a
    CD-ROM of examples from O’Reilly books does require permission. Answering
    a question by citing this book and quoting example code does not require
    permission. Incorporating a significant amount of example code from this
    book into your product’s documentation does require permission.
We appreciate, but do not require, attribution. An attribution
    usually includes the title, author, publisher, and ISBN. For example:
    “CSS Cookbook, Third Edition, by Christopher Schmitt.
    Copyright 2010 O’Reilly Media, Inc., 978-0-596-15593-3.”
If you feel your use of code examples
    falls outside fair use or the permission given here, feel free to contact
    us at permissions@oreilly.com.

Validating CSS Rules



Problem



You want to make sure your CSS rules aren’t maligned with
      typos.

Solution



Go to http://jigsaw.w3.org/css-validator/,
      as shown in Figure 2-42,
      and enter the URI of the page to be validated.
[image: Entering a web address for CSS validation]

Figure 2-42. Entering a web address for CSS validation

You can enter code for testing via two additional methods: by
      uploading a CSS file or by entering the CSS rules.

Discussion



Validating CSS is different from validating HTML in that you don’t
      declare what kind of DOCTYPE is being used.
Although numerous tools on the market have built-in validators
      (e.g., Adobe Dreamweaver), the  W3C CSS Validator is the one that is usually up-to-date
      and provides better feedback, especially with the CSS3
      specification.
Note
If CSS3 rules are being used in the stylesheet, be sure to
        select “CSS level 3” from the profile select menu. As of this writing,
        CSS rules are checked against only the CSS 2.1 specification by
        default.

Creating a CSS validator bookmarklet



Take any page you visit on the Web directly to the W3C’s CSS
        Validator through a bookmarklet. A bookmarklet is a tiny piece of
        JavaScript tucked away in the Address portion of a bookmark.
Create a new bookmark, name it “CSS
        Validator,” and then replace whatever is in the address field with
        this line:
javascript:void(document.location='http://jigsaw.w3.org/css-
validator/validator?profile=css21&usermedium=all&warning=1&lang=en&uri=
'+escape(document.location))
When you visit another site, clicking on the bookmarklet runs
        the page currently loaded in the browser through the CSS
        Validator.


See Also



A Firefox extension for passing a currently viewed page to the W3C
      CSS Validator into a new browser tab, available at https://addons.mozilla.org/en-US/firefox/addon/2289


Appendix B. CSS 2.1 Properties and Proprietary
  Extensions



This appendix contains several tables. Table B-1 lists CSS properties from W3C’s CSS 2.1
  specification (see http://www.w3.org/TR/CSS21). It
  lists the property’s values, initial value, what the property applies to,
  whether the values in the property are inherited, whether the property
  accepts percentages, and the property’s media group.
Table B-2 lists
  Microsoft’s proprietary extensions to the specifications. These properties
  will not validate if you run them through a validator and they will appear
  successfully only in a browser built by Microsoft. Your mileage will vary
  with the use of these extensions.
As of this writing, Mozilla’s proprietary extensions that are
  available in Mozilla, Firefox, and Netscape Navigator 6 and later browsers
  are not fully documented. Table B-3
  lists some extensions that are documented from Mozilla’s developers’
  website. Check the site for a complete list of the extensions, at http://developer.mozilla.org/en/docs/CSS_Reference:Mozilla_Extensions.
Table B-1. CSS 2.1 properties
	
              Name

            	
              Values

            	
              Initial
          value

            	
              Applies to

              (Default: all)

            	
              
                Inherited?
              

            	
              
                Percentages
              

              
                (Default: N/A)
              

            	
              Media
          groups

            
	
              
                'background-attachment'
                
              

            	
              scroll |
          fixed | inherit

            	
              
                scroll
              

            	 	
              No

            	 	
              Visual

            
	
              
                'background-color'
                
              

            	
              <color> |
          transparent |
          inherit

            	
              
                transparent
              

            	 	
              No

            	 	
              Visual

            
	
              
                'background-image'
                
              

            	
              <uri> |
          none | inherit

            	
              
                none
              

            	 	
              No

            	 	
              Visual

            
	
              
                'background-position'
                
              

            	
              [ [ <percentage> |
          <length> | left |
          center | right ] [
          <percentage> | <length> |
          top | center | bottom ]?
          ] | [ [ left |
          center | right ] || [
          top | center | bottom ]
          ] | inherit

            	
              
                0%
              

            	 	
              No

            	
              Refer to the size of the box
          itself

            	
              Visual

            
	
              
                'background-repeat'
                
              

            	
              repeat |
          repeat-x | repeat-y |
          no-repeat |
          inherit

            	
              
                repeat
              

            	 	
              No

            	 	
              Visual

            
	
              
                'background'
                
              

            	
              [ 'background-color' || 'background-image' || 'background-repeat' || 'background-attachment' || 'background-position'] |
          inherit

            	
              See individual
          properties

            	 	
              No

            	
              Allowed on
          'background-position'

            	
              Visual

            
	
              
                'border-collapse'
                
              

            	
              collapse |
          separate |
          inherit

            	
              
                separate
              

            	
              'table'
          and 'inline-table'elements

            	
              Yes

            	 	
              Visual

            
	
              
                'border-color'
                
              

            	
              [
          <color> | transparent ]{1,4} |
          inherit

            	
              See individual
          properties

            	 	
              No

            	 	
              Visual

            
	
              
                'border-spacing'
                
              

            	
              <length>
          <length>? |
          inherit

            	
              
                0
              

            	
              'table'
          and 'inline-table'elements

            	
              Yes

            	 	
              Visual

            
	
              
                'border-style'
                
              

            	
              <border-style>{1,4} |
          inherit

            	
              See individual
          properties

            	 	
              No

            	 	
              Visual

            
	
              
                'border-top'
                
              

              
                'border-right'
                
              

              
                'border-bottom'
                
              

              
                'border-left'
                
              

            	
              [
          <border-width> || <border-style> || >'border-top-color' ] |
          inherit

            	
              See individual
          properties

            	 	
              No

            	 	
              Visual

            
	
              
                'border-top-color'
                
              

              
                'border-right-color'
                
              

              
                'border-bottom-color'
                
              

              
                'border-left-color'
                
              

            	
              <color> |
          transparent |
          inherit

            	
              The value of the
          'color' property

            	 	
              No

            	 	
              Visual

            
	
              
                'border-top-style'
                
              

              
                'border-right-style'
                
              

              
                'border-bottom-style'
                
              

              
                'border-left-style'
                
              

            	
              <border-style> |
          inherit

            	
              
                none
              

            	 	
              No

            	 	
              Visual

            
	
              
                'border-top-width'
                
              

              
                'border-right-width'
                
              

              
                'border-bottom-width'
                
              

              
                'border-left-width'
                
              

            	
              <border-width> |
          inherit

            	
              
                medium
              

            	 	
              No

            	 	
              Visual

            
	
              
                'border-width'
                
              

            	
              <border-width>{1,4} |
          inherit

            	
              See individual
          properties

            	 	
              No

            	 	
              Visual

            
	
              
                'border'
                
              

            	
              [
          <border-width> ||
          <border-style> ||
          >'border-top-color' ] |
          inherit

            	
              See individual
          properties

            	 	
              No

            	 	
              Visual

            
	
              
                'bottom'
                
              

            	
              <length> |
          <percentage> | auto |
          inherit

            	
              
                auto
              

            	
              Positioned
          elements

            	
              No

            	
              Refer to height of containing
          block

            	
              Visual

            
	
              
                'caption-side'
                
              

            	
              top |
          bottom |
          inherit

            	
              
                top
              

            	
              
                'table-caption'
                elements
              

            	
              Yes

            	 	
              Visual

            
	
              
                'clear'
                
              

            	
              none |
          left | right |
          both | inherit

            	
              
                none
              

            	
              Block-level
          elements

            	
              No

            	 	
              Visual

            
	
              
                'clip'
                
              

            	
              <shape> |
          auto | inherit

            	
              
                auto
              

            	
              Absolutely positioned elements

            	
              No

            	 	
              Visual

            
	
              
                'color'
                
              

            	
              <color> |
          inherit

            	
              Depends on user
          agent

            	 	
              Yes

            	 	
              Visual

            
	
              
                'content'
                
              

            	
              normal |
          none | [ <string> |
          <uri> | <counter>
          | attr( <identifier>) |
          open-quote | close-quote |
          no-open-quote | no-close-quote
          ]+ | inherit

            	
              
                normal
              

            	
              :before
          and :afterpseudo-elements

            	
              No

            	 	
              All

            
	
              
                'counter-increment'
                
              

            	
              [ <identifier> <integer>?
          ]+ | none |
          inherit

            	
              
                none
              

            	 	
              No

            	 	
              All

            
	
              
                'counter-reset'
                
              

            	
              [ <identifier>
          <integer>? ]+ | none |
          inherit

            	
              
                none
              

            	 	
              No

            	 	
              All

            
	
              
                'cursor'
                
              

            	
              [ [ <uri> ,]*
          [ auto | crosshair |
          default | pointer |
          move | e-resize |
          ne-resize | nw-resize |
          n-resize | se-resize |
          sw-resize | s-resize |
          w-resize | text |
          wait | help |
          progress ] ] |
          inherit

            	
              
                auto
              

            	 	
              Yes

            	 	
              Visual, interactive

            
	
              
                'direction'
                
              

            	
              ltr |
          rtl | inherit

            	
              
                ltr
              

            	
              All elements, but see
          prose

            	
              Yes

            	 	
              Visual

            
	
              
                'display'
                
              

            	
              inline |
          block | list-item |
          run-in | inline-block |
          table | inline-table |
          table-row-group |
          table-header-group |
          table-footer-group | table-row
          | table-column-group |
          table-column | table-cell |
          table-caption | none |
          inherit

            	
              
                inline
              

            	 	
              No

            	 	
              All

            
	
              
                'empty-cells'
                
              

            	
              show |
          hide | inherit

            	
              
                show
              

            	
              
                'table-cell'
                elements
              

            	
              Yes

            	 	
              Visual

            
	
              
                'float'
                
              

            	
              left |
          right | none |
          inherit

            	
              
                none
              

            	
              All

            	
              No

            	 	
              Visual

            
	
              
                'font-family'
                
              

            	
              [[
          <family-name> |
          <generic-family> ] [,
          <family-name>|
          <generic-family>]* ] |
          inherit

            	
              Depends on user
          agent

            	 	
              Yes

            	 	
              Visual

            
	
              
                'font-size'
                
              

            	
              <absolute-size> |
          <relative-size> |
          <length> |
          <percentage> |
          inherit

            	
              
                medium
              

            	 	
              Yes

            	
              Refer to parent element’s
          font size

            	
              Visual

            
	
              
                'font-style'
                
              

            	
              normal |
          italic | oblique |
          inherit

            	
              
                normal
              

            	 	
              Yes

            	 	
              Visual

            
	
              
                'font-variant'
                
              

            	
              normal |
          small-caps |
          inherit

            	
              
                normal
              

            	 	
              Yes

            	 	
              Visual

            
	
              
                'font-weight'
                
              

            	
              normal |
          bold | bolder |
          lighter | 100 |
          200 | 300 |
          400 | 500 |
          600 | 700 |
          800 | 900 |
          inherit

            	
              
                normal
              

            	 	
              Yes

            	 	
              Visual

            
	
              
                'font'
                
              

            	
              [ [
          'font-style' || 'font-variant' ||
          'font-weight' ]? 'font-size' [ / 'line-height' ]?
          'font-family' ] | caption | icon |
          menu | message-box | small-caption |
          status-bar |
          inherit

            	
              See individual
          properties

            	 	
              Yes

            	
              See individual
          properties

            	
              Visual

            
	
              
                'height'
                
              

            	
              <length> |
          <percentage> | auto |
          inherit

            	
              
                auto
              

            	
              All elements except
          nonreplaced inline elements, table columns, and column
          groups

            	
              No

            	
              See prose

            	
              Visual

            
	
              
                'left'
                
              

            	
              <length> |
          <percentage> | auto |
          inherit

            	
              
                auto
              

            	
              Positioned
          elements

            	
              No

            	
              Refer to width of containing
          block

            	
              Visual

            
	
              
                'letter-spacing'
                
              

            	
              normal |
          <length> |
          inherit

            	
              
                normal
              

            	 	
              Yes

            	 	
              Visual

            
	
              
                'line-height'
                
              

            	
              normal |
          <number> |
          <length> |
          <percentage> |
          inherit

            	
              
                normal
              

            	 	
              Yes

            	
              Refer to font size of element
          itself

            	
              Visual

            
	
              
                'list-style-image'
                
              

            	
              <uri> |
          none | inherit

            	
              
                none
              

            	
              Elements with 'display: list-item'

            	
              Yes

            	 	
              Visual

            
	
              
                'list-style-position'
                
              

            	
              inside |
          outside |
          inherit

            	
              
                outside
              

            	
              Elements with 'display: list-item'

            	
              Yes

            	 	
              Visual

            
	
              
                'list-style-type'
                
              

            	
              disc |
          circle | square |
          decimal | decimal-leading-zero |
          lower-roman | upper-roman |
          lower-greek | lower-latin |
          upper-latin | armenian |
          georgian | lower-alpha |
          upper-alpha | none |
          inherit

            	
              
                disc
              

            	
              Elements with 'display: list-item'

            	
              Yes

            	 	
              Visual

            
	
              
                'list-style'
                
              

            	
              [
          'list-style-type' || 'list-style-position' ||
          'list-style-image' ] |
          inherit

            	
              See individual
          properties

            	
              Elements with 'display: list-item'

            	
              Yes

            	 	
              Visual

            
	
              
                'margin-right'
                
              

              
                'margin-left'
                
              

            	
              <margin-width> |
          inherit

            	
              
                0
              

            	
              All elements except elements
          with table display types other than table and
          inline-table

            	
              No

            	
              Refer to width of containing
          block

            	
              Visual

            
	
              
                'margin-top'
                
              

              
                'margin-bottom'
                
              

            	
              <margin-width> |
          inherit

            	
              
                0
              

            	
              All elements except elements
          with table display types other than table and
          inline-table

            	
              No

            	
              Refer to width of containing
          block

            	
              Visual

            
	
              
                'margin'
                
              

            	
              <margin-width>{1,4} |
          inherit

            	
              See individual
          properties

            	
              All elements except elements
          with table display types other than table and
          inline-table

            	
              No

            	
              Refer to width of containing
          block

            	
              Visual

            
	
              
                'max-height'
                
              

            	
              <length> |
          <percentage> | none |
          inherit

            	
              
                none
              

            	
              All elements except
          nonreplaced inline elements, table columns, and column
          groups

            	
              No

            	
              See prose

            	
              Visual

            
	
              
                'max-width'
                
              

            	
              <length> |
          <percentage> | none |
          inherit

            	
              
                none
              

            	
              All elements except
          nonreplaced inline elements, table rows, and row
          groups

            	
              No

            	
              Refer to width of containing
          block

            	
              Visual

            
	
              
                'min-height'
                
              

            	
              <length> |
          <percentage> |
          inherit

            	
              
                0
              

            	
              All elements except
          nonreplaced inline elements, table columns, and column
          groups

            	
              No

            	
              See prose

            	
              Visual

            
	
              
                'min-width'
                
              

            	
              <length> |
          <percentage> |
          inherit

            	
              
                0
              

            	
              All elements except
          nonreplaced inline elements, table rows, and row
          groups

            	
              No

            	
              Refer to width of containing
          block

            	
              Visual

            
	
              
                'orphans'
                
              

            	
              <integer> |
          inherit

            	
              
                2
              

            	
              Block-level
          elements

            	
              Yes

            	 	
              Visual, paged

            
	
              
                'outline-color'
                
              

            	
              <color> |
          invert |
          inherit

            	
              
                invert
              

            	 	
              No

            	 	
              Visual, interactive

            
	
              
                'outline-style'
                
              

            	
              <border-style> |
          inherit

            	
              
                none
              

            	 	
              No

            	 	
              Visual, interactive

            
	
              
                'outline-width'
                
              

            	
              <border-width> |
          inherit

            	
              
                medium
              

            	 	
              No

            	 	
              Visual, interactive

            
	
              
                'outline'
                
              

            	
              [
          'outline-color' || 'outline-style' ||
          'outline-width' ] |
          inherit

            	
              See individual
          properties

            	 	
              No

            	 	
              Visual, interactive

            
	
              
                'overflow'
                
              

            	
              visible |
          hidden |
          scroll | auto |
          inherit

            	
              
                visible
              

            	
              Nonreplaced block-level
          elements, table cells, and inline-block elements

            	
              No

            	 	
              Visual

            
	
              
                'padding-top'
                
              

              
                'padding-right'
                
              

              
                'padding-bottom'
                
              

              
                'padding-left'
                
              

            	
              <padding-width> |
          inherit

            	
              
                0
              

            	
              All elements except elements
          with table display types other than table,
          inline-table, and
          table-cell

            	
              No

            	
              Refer to width of containing
          block

            	
              Visual

            
	
              
                'padding'
                
              

            	
              <padding-width>{1,4} |
          inherit

            	
              See individual
          properties

            	
              All elements except elements
          with table display types other than table,
          inline-table, and
          table-cell

            	
              No

            	
              Refer to width of containing
          block

            	
              Visual

            
	
              
                'page-break-after'
                
              

            	
              auto |
          always | avoid |
          left | right |
          inherit

            	
              
                auto
              

            	
              Block-level
          elements

            	
              No

            	 	
              Visual, paged

            
	
              
                'page-break-before'
                
              

            	
              auto |
          always | avoid |
          left | right |
          inherit

            	
              
                auto
              

            	
              Block-level
          elements

            	
              No

            	 	
              Visual, paged

            
	
              
                'page-break-inside'
                
              

            	
              avoid |
          auto | inherit

            	
              
                auto
              

            	
              Block-level
          elements

            	
              Yes

            	 	
              Visual, paged

            
	
              
                'position'
                
              

            	
              static |
          relative | absolute |
          fixed | inherit

            	
              
                static
              

            	 	
              No

            	 	
              Visual

            
	
              
                'quotes'
                
              

            	
              [ <string>
          <string>]+ | none |
          inherit

            	
              Depends on user
          agent

            	 	
              Yes

            	 	
              Visual

            
	
              
                'right'
                
              

            	
              <length> |
          <percentage> | auto |
          inherit

            	
              
                auto
              

            	
              Positioned
          elements

            	
              No

            	
              Refer to width of containing
          block

            	
              Visual

            
	
              
                'table-layout'
                
              

            	
              auto |
          fixed | inherit

            	
              
                auto
              

            	
              'table'
          and 'inline-table'elements

            	
              No

            	 	
              Visual

            
	
              
                'text-align'
                
              

            	
              left |
          right | center |
          justify |
          inherit

            	
              'left' if
          'direction' is 'ltr';
          'right' if 'direction' is
          'rtl'

            	
              Block-level elements, table
          cells, and inline blocks

            	
              Yes

            	 	
              Visual

            
	
              
                'text-decoration'
                
              

            	
              none |
          [ underline || overline ||
          line-through || blink ] |
          inherit

            	
              
                none
              

            	 	
              No (see prose)

            	 	
              Visual

            
	
              
                'text-indent'
                
              

            	
              <length> |
          <percentage> |
          inherit

            	
              
                0
              

            	
              Block-level elements, table
          cells, and inline blocks

            	
              Yes

            	
              Refer to width of containing
          block

            	
              Visual

            
	
              
                'text-transform'
                
              

            	
              capitalize
          | uppercase | lowercase |
          none | inherit

            	
              
                none
              

            	 	
              Yes

            	 	
              Visual

            
	
              
                'top'
                
              

            	
              <length> |
          <percentage> | auto |
          inherit

            	
              
                auto
              

            	
              Positioned
          elements

            	
              no

            	
              Refer to height of containing
          block

            	
              Visual

            
	
              
                'unicode-bidi'
                
              

            	
              normal |
          embed | bidi-override |
          inherit

            	
              
                normal
              

            	
              All elements, but see
          prose

            	
              No

            	 	
              Visual

            
	
              
                'vertical-align'
                
              

            	
              baseline |
          sub |
          super | top |
          text-top | middle |
          bottom | text-bottom | <percentage> |
          <length> |
          inherit

            	
              
                baseline
              

            	
              inline-level and
          'table-cell'elements

            	
              No

            	
              Refer to
          'line-height' of the element itself

            	
              Visual

            
	
              
                'visibility'
                
              

            	
              visible |
          hidden | collapse |
          inherit

            	
              
                visible
              

            	 	
              Yes

            	 	
              Visual

            
	
              
                'white-space'
                
              

            	
              normal |
          pre | nowrap |
          pre-wrap | pre-line |
          inherit

            	
              
                normal
              

            	 	
              Yes

            	 	
              Visual

            
	
              
                'widows'
                
              

            	
              <integer> |
          inherit

            	
              
                2
              

            	
              Block-level
          elements

            	
              Yes

            	 	
              Visual, paged

            
	
              
                'width'
                
              

            	
              <length> |
          <percentage> |
          auto | inherit

            	
              
                auto
              

            	
              All elements except
          nonreplaced inline elements, table rows, and row
          groups

            	
              No

            	
              Refer to width of containing
          block

            	
              Visual

            
	
              
                'word-spacing'
                
              

            	
              normal |
          <length> |
          inherit

            	
              
                normal
              

            	 	
              Yes

            	 	
              Visual

            
	
              
                'z-index'
                
              

            	
              auto |
          <integer> |
          inherit

            	
              
                auto
              

            	
              Positioned
          elements

            	
              No

            	 	
              Visual

            



The CSS 2.1 Property Table is Copyright © 2005 World Wide Web
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Table B-2. Microsoft proprietary extensions to CSS
	
              Name

            	
              Values

            	
              Initial value

            	
              
                Applies to
                (Default: all)
              

            	
              
                Inherited?
              

            	
              Percentages (Default: N/A)

            	
              Media
          groups

            
	
              
                'filter'
                
              

            	
              See http://tr.im/filterproperty

            	
              N/A

            	 	
              No

            	 	
              Filter properties

            
	
              
                'overflow-x'
                
              

            	
              visible |
          scroll | hidden |
          auto

            	
              visible
          (except for textarea, then
          initial value is hidden)

            	 	
              No

            	 	
              Visual

            
	
              
                'overflow-y'
                
              

            	
              visible |
          scroll | hidden |
          auto

            	
              visible
          (except for textarea, then
          initial value is auto)

            	 	 	 	
              Visual

            
	
              
                'scrollbar-3dlight-color'
                
              

            	
              
                <color>
              

            	
              Default color

            	
              Element with scroll
          bar

            	
              Yes

            	 	
              Visual

            
	
              
                'scrollbar-arrow-color'
              

            	
              
                <color>
              

            	
              Default color

            	
              Element with scroll
          bar

            	
              Yes

            	 	
              Visual

            
	
              
                'scrollbar-base-color'
              

            	
              
                <color>
              

            	
              Default color

            	
              Element with scroll
          bar

            	
              Yes

            	 	
              Visual

            
	
              
                'scrollbar-darkshadow-color'
              

            	
              
                <color>
              

            	
              Default color

            	
              Element with scroll
          bar

            	
              Yes

            	 	
              Visual

            
	
              
                'scrollbar-face-color'
              

            	
              
                <color>
              

            	
              Default color

            	
              Element with scroll
          bar

            	
              Yes

            	 	
              Visual

            
	
              
                'scrollbar-highlight-color'
              

            	
              
                <color>
              

            	
              Default color

            	
              Element with scroll
          bar

            	
              Yes

            	 	
              Visual

            
	
              
                'scrollbar-shadow-color'
              

            	
              
                <color>
              

            	
              Default color

            	
              Element with scroll
          bar

            	
              Yes

            	 	
              Visual

            
	
              
                'zoom'
                
              

            	
              normal |
          <number> |
          <percentage>

            	
              
                normal
              

            	 	
              No

            	
              Yes

            	
              Visual

            
	
              
                'background-position-x'
                
              

            	
              <length> |
          <percentage> | left |
          center | right

            	
              
                0%
              

            	 	
              No

            	
              Yes

            	
              Visual

            
	
              
                'background-position-y'
                
              

            	
              <length> |
          <percentage> | top |
          center | bottom

            	
              
                0%
              

            	 	
              No

            	
              Yes

            	
              Visual

            
	
              
                'ime-mode'
                
              

            	
              auto |
          active |inactive |
          disabled

            	
              
                auto
              

            	 	
              Yes

            	 	
              Visual

            
	
              
                'layout-grid'
                
              

            	
              mode |
          type | line |
          char

            	
              
                both loose none
          none
              

            	 	
              Yes

            	 	
              Visual

            
	
              
                'layout-grid-char'
                
              

            	
              <length> |
          <percentage> | none |
          auto

            	
              
                none
              

            	 	
              No

            	
              Yes

            	
              Visual

            
	
              
                'layout-grid-line'
                
              

            	
              <length> |
          <percentage> | none |
          auto

            	
              
                none
              

            	 	
              No

            	
              Yes

            	
              Visual

            
	
              
                'layout-grid-mode'
                
              

            	
              both |
          none | line |
          char

            	
              
                both
              

            	 	
              Yes

            	 	
              Visual

            
	
              
                'layout-grid-type'
                
              

            	
              loose |
          strict | fixed

            	
              
                loose
              

            	 	
              Yes

            	 	
              Visual

            
	
              
                'line-break'
                
              

            	
              normal |
          strict

            	
              
                normal
              

            	 	
              Yes

            	 	
              Visual

            
	
              
                'text-autospace'
                
              

            	
              none |
          ideograph-alpha |
          ideograph-numeric | ideograph-parenthesis |
          ideograph-space

            	
              
                none
              

            	 	
              No

            	 	
              Visual

            
	
              
                'text-justify'
                
              

            	
              auto |
          distribute |
          distribute-all-lines |
          distribute-center-last |
          inter-cluster |
          inter-ideograph |
          inter-word | kashida
          | newspaper

            	
              
                auto
              

            	 	
              Yes

            	 	
              Visual

            
	
              
                'text-kashida-space'
                
              

            	
              <percentage> |
          inherit

            	
              
                0%
              

            	 	
              Yes

            	 	
              Visual

            
	
              
                'text-underline-position'
                
              

            	
              above |
          below | auto |
          auto-pos

            	
              
                auto
              

            	 	
              Yes

            	 	
              visual

            
	
              
                'word-break'
                
              

            	
              normal |
          break-all |
          keep-all

            	
              
                normal
              

            	 	
              Yes

            	 	
              Visual

            
	
              
                'word-wrap'
                
              

            	
              normal |
          break-word

            	
              
                normal
              

            	 	
              Yes

            	 	
              Visual

            
	
              
                'writing-mode'
                
              

            	
              lr-tb |
          tb-rl

            	
              
                lr-tb
              

            	 	
              No

            	 	
              Visual

            



Table B-3. Mozilla CSS property extensions
	
              Name

            	
              Values

            	
              Initial value

            	
              Applies to (Default: all)

            	
              
                Inherited?
              

            
	
              
                '-moz-appearance'
                
              

            	
              none |
          button | button-small |
          checkbox | checkbox-container
          | checkbox-small | dialog |
          listbox | menu |
          menuitem | menulist |
          menulist-button |
          menulist-textfield|
          progressbar | radio |
          radio-container | radio-small
          | resizer| scrollbar |
          scrollbarbutton-down |
          scrollbarbutton-left |
          scrollbarbutton-right |
          scrollbarbutton-up |
          scrollbartrack-horizontal |
          scrollbartrack-vertical |
          separator | statusbar |
          tab | tab-left-edge |
          tabpanels | textfield |
          toolbar | toolbarbutton |
          toolbox | tooltip |
          treeheadercell |
          treeheadersortarrow | treeitem
          | treetwisty | treetwistyopen
          | treeview |
          window

            	
              
                none
                
                
              

            	 	
              No

            
	
              
                '-moz-binding'
                
              

            	
              uri |
          none

            	
              
                none
              

            	 	
              No

            
	
              
                '-moz-background-clip'
                
              

            	
              border |
          padding

            	
              
                border
              

            	 	
              No

            
	
              
                '-moz-background-inline-policy'
                
              

            	
              bounding-box |
          continuous |
          each-box

            	
              
                continuous
              

            	
              Inline
          elements

            	
              No

            
	
              
                '-moz-background-origin'
                
              

            	
              border |
          padding |
          content

            	
              
                padding
              

            	 	
              No

            
	
              
                '-moz-background-image'
                
              

            	
              [
          <uri> | none] |
          [number |
          <percentage>]

              [
          stretch | repeat | round
          ]

              none |
          <image>

              [
          <number> | <percentage>
          ]

              
                [ <border-width>
          ]
              

              [ stretch |
          repeat | round
          ]

            	
              
                none
              

            	 	
              No

            
	
              
                '-moz-border-bottom-colors'
                
              

              
                '-moz-border-left-colors'
                
              

              
                '-moz-border-right-colors'
                
              

              
                '-moz-border-top-colors'
                
              

            	
              <color> |
          transparent

            	
              N/A

            	 	
              No

            
	
              
                '-moz-border-radius'
                
              

            	
              <length> |
          <percentage>

            	
              
                0
              

            	 	
              No

            
	
              
                '-moz-border-radius-bottomleft'
              

              
                '-moz-border-radius-bottomright'
              

              
                '-moz-border-radius-topleft'
              

              
                '-moz-border-radius-topright'
              

            	
              <length> |
          <percentage>

            	
              
                0
              

            	 	
              No

            
	
              
                '-moz-box-align'
                
              

            	
              start |
          center | end |
          baseline |
          stretch

            	
              
                stretch
              

            	
              Elements with a CSS display
          value of -moz-box or
          -moz-inline-box

            	
              No

            
	
              
                '-moz-box-direction'
                
              

            	
              normal |
          reverse

            	
              
                normal
              

            	
              Elements with a CSS display
          value of -moz-box or
          -moz-inline-box

            	
              No

            
	
              
                '-moz-box-flex'
                
              

            	
              0 |
          >0

            	
              
                0
              

            	
              Elements with a CSS display
          value of -moz-box or
          -moz-inline-box

            	
              No

            
	
              
                '-moz-box-orient'
                
              

            	
              horizontal
          | vertical

            	
              
                horizontal
              

            	
              Elements with a CSS display
          value of -moz-box or -moz-inline-box

            	
              No

            
	
              
                '-moz-box-pack'
                
              

            	
              start |
          center | end |
          justify

            	
              
                start
              

            	
              Elements with a CSS display
          value of -moz-box or -moz-inline-box

            	
              No

            
	
              
                '-moz-box-shadow'
                
              

            	
              none |
          [ <color> <length> <length>
          <length> <length> | <length>
          <length> <length> <length>? <color>
          ] | inherit

            	
              
                none
              

            	 	
              No

            
	
              
                '-moz-box-sizing'
                
              

            	
              content-box |
          border-box | padding
          box

            	
              
                content-box
              

            	 	
              No

            
	
              
                '-moz-image-region'
                
              

            	
              For rect()
          values, a rect consisting of four computed
          lengths

            	
              
                auto
              

            	
              XUL image elements and
          :-moz-tree-image,
          :-moz-tree-twisty, and
          :-moz-tree-checkbox pseudo-elements

            	
              Yes

            
	
              
                '-moz-opacity'
                
              

            	
              0 (or
          less) | 0<number<1 | 1 (or more)

            	
              
                1
              

            	 	
              No

            
	
              
                '-moz-outline'
                
              

            	
              -moz-outline-color |
          -moz-outline-style | -moz-outline-width

            	
              See individual
          properties

            	 	
              No

            
	
              
                '-moz-outline-color'
                
              

            	
              <color> |
          invert

            	
              
                invert
              

            	 	
              No

            
	
              
                '-moz-outline-offset'
                
              

            	
              
                <number>
              

            	
              
                0
              

            	 	
              No

            
	
              
                '-moz-outline-radius'
                
              

            	
              <length> | <percentage>

            	
              
                0
              

            	 	
              No

            
	
              
                '-moz-outline-radius-bottomleft'
                
              

              
                '-moz-outline-radius-bottomright'
                
              

              
                '-moz-outline-radius-topleft'
                
              

              
                '-moz-outline-radius-topright'
                
              

            	
              <length> | <percentage>

            	
              
                0
              

            	 	
              No

            
	
              
                '-moz-outline-style'
                
              

            	
              none |
          dotted | dashed |
          solid | double |
          groove | ridge |
          inset | outset

            	
              
                none
              

            	 	
              No

            
	
              
                '-moz-outline-width'
                
              

            	
              
                <width>
              

            	
              
                medium
              

            	 	
              No

            
	
              
                '-moz-user-focus'
                
              

            	
              ignore |
          normal

            	 	 	 
	
              
                '-moz-outline-input'
                
              

            	
              none |
          enabled | disabled |
          inherit

            	
              
                none
              

            	 	
              Yes

            
	
              
                '-moz-outline-select'
                
              

            	
              none |
          text | -moz-none

            	 	 	
              No

            
	
              
                '-moz-window-shadow'
                
              

            	
              default |
          none

            	
              
                default
              

            	
              All elements that make native
          windows; e.g., window,
          panel

            	
              No

            




Setting a Simple Initial Cap



Problem



You want a paragraph to begin with an initial cap.

Solution



Mark up the paragraph of content with a p
      element:
<p>Online, activity of exchanging ideas is sped up. The
distribution of messages from the selling of propaganda to the
giving away of disinformation takes place at a blindingly fast
pace thanks to the state of technology &hellip;</p>
Use the :first-letter pseudo-element to stylize
      the first letter of the paragraph, as shown in Figure 3-15:
p:first-letter {
 font-size: 1.2em;
 background-color: black;
 color: white;
}
[image: A simple initial cap]

Figure 3-15. A simple initial cap



Discussion



The CSS specification offers an easy way to stylize the first
      letter in a paragraph as a traditional initial or drop cap: use the
      :first-letter pseudo-element.
:first-letter has gained support in modern
      browsers, but another solution is needed to support older versions of
      Internet Explorer.
Wrap a span element with a
      class attribute around the first letter of the first
      sentence of the first paragraph:
<p><span class="initcap">O</span>nline, activity of exchanging ideas is sped
up. The distribution of messages from the selling of propaganda
to the giving away of disinformation takes place at a blindingly
fast pace thanks to the state of technology &hellip;</p>
Then set the style for the initial cap:
p .initcap {
 font-size: 1.2em;
 background-color: black;
 color: white;
}
Initial caps, also known as versals, traditionally are enlarged
      in print to anything from a few points to three lines of text.

See Also



The CSS 2.1 specification for :first-letter at
      http://www.w3.org/TR/CSS21/selector.html#x52


Setting the Indent of Entire Paragraphs



Problem



You want to indent entire paragraphs, as shown in Figure 3-33.
[image: Indented paragraphs]

Figure 3-33. Indented paragraphs



Solution



To achieve the desired effect, use class selectors:
p.normal {
 padding: 0;
 margin-left: 0;
 margin-right: 0;
}
p.large {
 margin-left: 33%;
 margin-right: 5%;
}
p.medium {
 margin-left: 15%;
 margin-right: 33%;
}
Then place the appropriate attribute in the markup:
<p class="normal">Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer
adipiscing elit, sed diam nonummy nibh euismod tincidunt ut
laoreet dolore magna al iquam erat volutpat.</p>
<p class="large">Epsum factorial non deposit quid pro quo hic
escorol. Olypian quarrels et gorilla congolium sic ad nauseum.
Souvlaki ignitus carborundum e pluribus unum.</p>
<p class="medium ">Li Europan lingues es membres del sam
familie. Lor separat existentie es un myth. Por scientie, musica,
sport etc., li tot Europa usa li sam vocabularium</p>

Discussion



Class selectors pick any HTML element that uses the
      class attribute. The difference between class and
      type selectors is that type selectors pick out every instance of the
      HTML element. In the following two CSS rules, the first selector is a
      type selector that signifies that all content marked as
      h2 be displayed as red, and the second selector is a
      class selector that sets the padding of an element to 33%:
h2 {
  color: red;
}
.largeIndent {
  padding-left: 33%;
}
Combining both type and class selectors on one element provides
      greater specificity over the styling of elements. In the following
      markup, the third element is set to red and also has padding on the left
      set to 33%:
<h2>This is red.</h2>
<h3 class="largeIndent">This has a rather large indent.</h3>
<h2 class="largeIndent">This is both red and indented.</h2>
An alternative solution to class selectors is to apply the indent
      using margins and then use adjacent sibling selectors to apply the style to the
      paragraphs:
p, p+p+p+p {
 padding: 0;
 margin-left: 0;
 margin-right: 0;
}
p+p, p+p+p+p+p {
 margin-left: 33%;
 margin-right: 5%;
}
p+p+p, p+p+p+p+p+p {
 margin-left: 15%;
 margin-right: 33%;
}
This method takes advantage of the adjacent sibling selectors,
      which are represented by two or more regular selectors separated by plus
      sign(s). For example, the h2+p selector stylizes the paragraph
      immediately following an h2
      element.
For this recipe, we want to stylize certain paragraphs in the
      order in which they appear on-screen. For example,
      p+p selects the paragraph element that follows
      another paragraph. However, when there are more than two paragraphs, the
      third paragraph (as well as others after the third paragraph) is
      rendered in the same style as the second paragraph. This occurs because
      the third paragraph is immediately followed by a paragraph.
To separate the styles from the second and third paragraphs, set
      up another CSS rule for the third paragraph that selects three
      paragraphs that follow each other:
p+p+p {
 margin-left: 15%;
 margin-right: 33%;
}
Then, build off of these CSS rules by grouping the selectors. Instead of
      writing two CSS rules to stylize the third and sixth paragraphs,
      separate the selectors by a comma and a space:
p+p+p, p+p+p+p+p+p {
 margin-left: 15%;
 margin-right: 33%;
}
The main problem with adjacent sibling selectors is that they
      aren’t supported by all versions of Internet Explorer for Windows.
      Therefore, these users will not see the paragraphs indented. Adjacent
      sibling selectors are supported in Safari, Firefox, Chrome, and Opera.
      Internet Explorer 8 has almost complete support.
Note
Instead of using attribute selectors, another way to approach
        this Solution is to use the :nth-child() selector
        to pinpoint which paragraphs will be applied. However, attribute
        selectors enjoy more browser support than
        :nth-child() at the time of this writing.


See Also



The CSS 2.1 specification for class selectors at http://www.w3.org/TR/CSS21/selector.html#class-html; the
      CSS 2.1 specification for adjacent sibling selectors at http://www.w3.org/TR/CSS21/selector.html#adjacent-selectors


Understanding the Origin



Problem



You want to know how many ways a CSS rule can be associated to a
      document.

Solution



You can apply styles to a document in the following ways:
	Via the browser’s or user agent’s own internal
          stylesheet

	Via the user’s stylesheet (if the user has created one)

	Via your (the author’s) stylesheet, which can be one of the
          following:
	Inline stylesheet

	Embedded stylesheet
	Imported stylesheet




	Linked or external stylesheet







Discussion



The higher up the list the CSS rules appear, the more prominence
      they have over other CSS rules that originate elsewhere. Understanding
      this list is helpful when troubleshooting potential problems in web
      designs.

See Also



Understanding the Sort Order Within CSS for
      information on sort order within CSS; Chapter 11
      for hacks, workarounds, and troubleshooting tips


Removing Borders Set on Images by Default in Some Browsers



Problem



You want to remove borders on images that are clickable, as shown
      in Figure 4-3.

Solution



Set the border for images to 0:
a img {
 border: 0;
}
[image: An image with a border and one without]

Figure 4-3. An image with a border and one without



Discussion



Before CSS, web developers would set the border of images through
      the border attribute of the img
      element:
<a href="http://csscookbook.com">
 <img src="beach.jpg" border="0" alt="beach" />
</a>

See Also



Setting a Border Around an Image for applying a
      border to an image


Checking for Enough Color Contrast



Problem



You want to make sure there is enough contrast between two
      colors.

Solution



Use the Luminosity Colour Contrast Analyser from JuicyStudio.com
      at http://juicystudio.com/services/luminositycontrastratio.php.
Enter two color values into the validator and click the Calculate
      Luminosity Contrast Ratio button.
Along with a color sample of the two colors, you receive a summary
      noting whether you pass luminosity contrast level 2, level 3, or not at
      all. The example in Figure 13-6 shows that the color
      combination has passed both levels 2 and 3.
[image: The results of the luminosity test]

Figure 13-6. The results of the luminosity test


Discussion



The W3C’s Web Content Accessibility Guidelines state that to make
      text legible, designers need to ensure that the content in the
      foreground can be perceived against the background.
When the color for text is close to the same hue as the background
      color, the text becomes illegible. For the text to be legible, the
      colors need to have greater contrast by being farther apart from each
      other in the spectrum, or the text needs to be significantly darker or
      lighter than the background.
Levels of luminosity



For colors to pass the second level of luminosity, the
        luminosity contrast ratio needs to be at least 5:1. That means one
        color needs to be at least five times as dark or as light as the other
        color.
For colors to pass the third level, the luminosity contrast
        ratio must be at least 10:1.


See Also



JuicyStudio.com’s explanation of the Suggested Luminosity Contrast
      Ratio Algorithm at http://juicystudio.com/article/luminositycontrastratioalgorithm.php


Placing a Shadow Behind Text



Problem



You want to place a shadow behind the text in a heading, as shown
      in Figure 3-44.
[image: Instant drop shadows on HTML text]

Figure 3-44. Instant drop shadows on HTML text



Solution



Use the text-shadow property to set the color
      and placement of the shadow:
h1 {
 font-size: 2.5em;
 font-family: Myriad, Helvetica, Arial, sans-serif;
 width: 66.6%;
 text-shadow: yellow .15em .15em .15em;
 margin: 0 0 0.1em 0;
}

Discussion



The first value of the text-shadow property
      sets the color. The first length unit value, .15em, moves the shadow on the x-axis
      relative to the position of the HTML text. The next value moves the
      shadow on the y-axis. The last value is the blur radius of the shadow.
      The larger the value the more disperse the shadow.
Setting the opacity of the shadow



By setting the color of the shadow using RGBA, you can set the color to a level of opacity. This would
        allow the shadow color to blend better into the background:
body {
 Background-color: #000;
}
h1 {
 font-size: 2.5em;
 font-family: Myriad, Helvetica, Arial, sans-serif;
 width: 66.6%;
 text-shadow: rgba(205, 205, 0, .7) .15em .15em .15em;
 margin: 0 0 0.1em 0;
}

Creating a bevel look



By setting the distance of the shadow to one pixel off to the
        left along with 60% opacity, you can accomplish a simple bevel effect with the
        text-shadow property, as shown in Figure 3-45:
body {
 background-color: #999;
}
h1 {
 text-shadow: 0 1px 0 rgba(255,255,255,.6);
}
[image: Bevel look with a text-shadow]

Figure 3-45. Bevel look with a text-shadow


Add a red flame to the top of text



The text-shadow property can take more than
        one value (with each value separated by a comma). This technique can
        allow you to create interesting effects (depending on your point of
        view), such as a red flame on top of a heading, as shown in Figure 3-46:
h1 {
 color: red;
 text-shadow: rgba(0, 0, 0, .9) 0px 0px 1px,
  rgba(255, 255, 51, .9) 0px −5px 5px,
  rgba(255, 204, 51, .7) 2px −10px 7px,
  rgba(255, 153, 0, .6) −2px −15px 10px;
}
[image: Adding a red flame to text]

Figure 3-46. Adding a red flame to text


Known support



The only known browsers that support the
        text-shadow property are Firefox 3.5 and later,
        Opera 9.5 and later, and Safari.

Text shadow for Internet Explorer



To set a text shadow for Internet Explorer 6 and later, use the
        proprietary filter property:
h2 {
 filter:shadow(color=#999999,direction=270, strength=1);
}
In the preceding code, the color property is
        set with a hexadecimal value, direction is a value
        between 0 and 360, and strength is the length of
        the shadow set in pixels.
Note
In IE8, Microsoft is transitioning filter
          and other properties to use CSS vendor extensions. See http://blogs.msdn.com/ie/archive/2008/09/08/microsoft-css-vendor-extensions.aspx
          for more information.



See Also



The CSS 2.1 specification for text-shadow at
      http://www.w3.org/TR/REC-CSS2/text.html#text-shadow-props


Rounding Corners with Fixed-Width Columns



Problem



You want to create rounded corners on fixed-width
      columns.

Solution



Create two background images, with one image containing the top
      corners and the other image containing the bottom corners, as shown in
      Figure 4-29.
Wrap a div element around the content that’s
      within the column:
<div id="box">
 <h2>
  I Met a Girl I&#8217;d Like to Know Better
 </h2>
 <p>Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit, sed diam
nonummy nibh euismod tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat volutpat.
Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam.</p>
</div>
[image: One image for the top corners and another for the bottom corners]

Figure 4-29. One image for the top corners and another for the bottom
        corners


Place the bottom background image in the div
      element:
#box {
 width: 214px;
 background-image: url(bkgd_bottom.gif);
 background-position: bottom;
 background-repeat: no-repeat;
}
Then place the top background image in the h2
      element, as shown in Figure 4-30:
h2 {
 background-image: url(bkgd_top.gif);
 backgroung-position: left top;
 background-repeat: no-repeat;
 padding: 7px 7px 3px 7px;
 margin: 0;
 border-bottom: 1px solid #999;
 font-size: 1.3em;
 font-weight: normal;
 color: #eee;
}
[image: A background image placed at the bottom of the column]

Figure 4-30. A background image placed at the bottom of the column



Discussion



To compensate for different text sizes, make the background images
      extend for longer than just the space specified in the design. For
      example, the images used in this Solution are 600 pixels tall; however,
      it’s not unheard of to have graphics that are more than 1,000 pixels
      tall to ensure that a page’s design maintains its integrity with extreme
      font sizing.
Flexible widths



By fixing the width of the column to a length unit such as
        pixels, it’s possible to place an image containing two corners in one
        image. With column widths that change when the user resizes the
        browser, however, the fixed-width solution falls apart.


See Also



Recipes , , and  for rounding corners with flexible
      widths


Creating a Heading with Stylized Text and Borders



Problem



You want to stylize the borders on the top and bottom of a
      heading, as shown in Figure 3-23.
[image: A heading stylized with borders]

Figure 3-23. A heading stylized with borders



Solution



Use the border-top and
      border-bottom properties when setting the style for
      the heading:
h2 {
 font: bold italic 2em Georgia, Times, "Times New Roman", serif;
 border-bottom: 2px dashed black;
 border-top: 10px solid black;
 margin: 0;
 padding: 0.5em 0 0.5em 0;
 font-size: 1em;
}
p {
 margin: 0;
 padding: 10px 0 0 0;
}

Discussion



In addition to top and bottom borders, a block-level element also
      can have a border on the left and right sides via the border-left and
      border-right properties, respectively. The
      border-top, border-bottom,
      border-left, and border-right
      properties are shorthand properties that enable developers to set the
      width, style, and color of each side of a border.
Without the two shorthand border
      declarations in the Solution, the CSS rule for the heading would be
      expanded by four extra declarations:
h2 {
 font: bold italic 2em Georgia, Times, "Times New Roman", serif;
 border-bottom-width: 2px;
 border-bottom-style: dashed;
 border-bottom-color: black;
 border-top-width: 10px;
 border-top-style: solid;
 border-top-color: black;
 margin: 0;
 padding: 0.5em 0 0.5em 0;
 font-size: 1em;
}
Also available is a shorthand property for the
      top, bottom,
      left, and right shorthand
      properties: border. The border property sets the same style
      for the width, style, and color of the border on each side of an
      element:
h2 {
 border: 3px dotted #33333;
}
When setting the borders, make sure to adjust the padding to put
      enough whitespace between the borders and the text of the heading. This
      aids in readability. Without enough whitespace on a heading element, the
      text of the heading can appear cramped.

See Also



Placing a Page Border for more information on
      styles of borders and the shorthand border
      property


Techniques for Centering Elements on a Web Page



Problem



You want to center parts of a web page, as in Figure 5-8.

Solution



To center text in a block-level element, use the text-align property:
h1, h2, h3 {
 text-align: center;
}
[image: The headline text centered]

Figure 5-8. The headline text centered



Discussion



By using text-align, you can center text inside
      block-level elements. However, in this example, the heading takes up the
      entire width of the body element, and if you don’t
      apply a background color to the element, you probably won’t even notice
      this is happening. The gray background color in Figure 5-9 shows the actual
      width of the centered elements.
[image: The actual width of the elements shown by the gray background color]

Figure 5-9. The actual width of the elements shown by the gray background
        color


An alternative approach is to use margins to center text within
      its container:
h1, h2, h3 {
 margin-left: auto;
 margin-right: auto;
 width: 300px;
}
When you set the margin-left and
      margin-right properties to auto
      (along with a value for the width property), you
      center the element inside its parent element.
Tables



To center a table, set a class attribute with a value:
<div class="center">
 <table>
  <tr>
   <td>This is the first cell</td>
   <td>This is the second cell</td>
  </tr>
  <tr>
   <td>This is the third cell, it's under the first cell</td>
   <td>This is the fourth cell, it's under the second cell.</td>
  </tr>
 </table>
</div>
Then write the following CSS rule:
.center {
 width: 50%;
 margin-left: auto;
 margin-right: auto;
}

Images



If you want to center an image, wrap a div element around the
        img element first. This technique is required
        because an img element, like em
        and strong, is inline. It rests in the flow of the
        web page instead of marking off space like the p or
        blockquote block-level elements do. The markup
        looks like this:
<div class="flagicon"><img src="flag.gif" alt="Flag" width="160"
height="60" /></div>
And the CSS rule looks like this:
.flagicon {
 text-align: center;
}
To center elements with fixed widths, such as images, first set
        the value of the parent’s padding-left property to
        50%.
Then determine half of the width of the element you are
        centering and set it as a negative value in the
        margin-left property. That prevents the element’s
        left side from resting on the 50% line caused by its padding and makes
        it slide into the middle of the page.
The markup for an image in a web page using this technique looks
        something like this:
<img src="wolf.jpg" width="256" height="192" alt="Photo of wolf.">
The CSS rule to produce the result shown in Figure 5-10 looks like
        this:
body {
 padding-left: 50%;
}
img {
 /* equal to the negative of half its width */
 margin-left: −138px;
}
[image: The image centered without the deprecated center element]

Figure 5-10. The image centered without the deprecated center
          element



Vertical centering



With the element centered horizontally, you can take this technique one step further and center
        the image (or any other element) vertically as well.
The difference with this method is that it uses the position property to make this work.
        The markup is the same as that used for the image element in the
        previous example, but this time the CSS rule is for just one selector
        (see Figure 5-11):
img {
 position: absolute;
 top: 50%;
 left: 50%;
 margin-top: −96px;
 margin-left: −138px;
 height: 192px;
 width: 256px;
}
[image: The image centered horizontally and vertically on the web page]

Figure 5-11. The image centered horizontally and vertically on the web
          page


With absolute positioning (see Using Absolute Positioning), you take the element out of
        the normal flow of the document and place it wherever you want.
If you want to center both text and an image (or other images)
        instead of just one image, enclose all of the content with a
        div element:
<div id="centerFrame">
 <p>Epsum factorial non deposit quid pro quo hic escorol. Olypian
quarrels et gorilla congolium sic ad nauseum. Souvlaki ignitus
carborundum e pluribus unum. Defacto lingo est igpay atinlay.</p>
 <img src="wolf.jpg" width="256" height="192" alt="Photo of
wolf." />
</div>
Then in the CSS rule, remove the height property and adjust the
        negative value of the top margin to compensate for the additional
        elements on the page:
#centerFrame  {
 position: absolute;
 top: 50%;
 left: 50%;
 /* adjust negative value until content is centered */
 margin-top: −150px;
 margin-left: −138px;
 width: 256px;
}
Keep the amount of content that you want centered short. This
        Solution is going to only roughly center the text and the images
        because the text will render at different heights on different
        computers.
If you have numerous images and large
        amounts of HTML text, users with low resolutions will have to scroll
        the page to see your centered content.


See Also



Chapter 10 for information
      on multicolumn layouts, which deal with the position of elements in a
      web page


Setting a Border Around an Image



Problem



You want to place a border around an image.

Solution



Use the border property on the
      img element, as shown in Figure 4-1:
img {
 width: 300px;
 border: 2px solid #666;
 background: #fff;
 padding: 2px;
}

Discussion



If you make an image a link, you can create a more complex
      presentation with the border property.
Using the :hover pseudo-class, you can change the
      style of the border when a user rolls his mouse cursor over the image,
      as shown on the right side of Figure 4-1:
img {
 width: 300px;
 border: 2px solid #666;
 background: #fff;
 padding: 2px;
}
a:hover img {
 border-style: solid;
 background: #999;
}
[image: A border placed around an image]

Figure 4-1. A border placed around an image


Although the border acts like a frame around the image, you can
      change the border style and color when a user rolls his mouse cursor
      over the image. The padding of 2px set in the
      img declaration block allows for color changes inside
      this frame as well. So, a simple move of rolling over an image creates a
      rich visual with only two declaration blocks.

See Also



Removing Borders Set on Images by Default in Some Browsers for
      removing borders from images


Making Images Scalable



Problem



You want images to resize as the browser window resizes.

Solution



Define the width of images to percentages, as shown in Figure 4-15:
img {
 border: 1px solid #cecece;
 width: 60%;
 float: left;
 margin-right: .7em;
 margin-bottom: .5em;
}
Modern browsers will scale the height of the images in relative
      proportion to the width. So, defining both the width and the height is
      not necessary.
[image: The image scaled down, and the image at a larger size since the browser window is larger]

Figure 4-15. The image scaled down, and the image at a larger size since the
        browser window is larger


Discussion



When building fluid or flexible layouts, you set the HTML text in
      columns to expand and retract as the browser resizes. However, images
      with dimensions that are commonly set in pixels retain their
      size.
To make sure all the page elements are resized in proportion to
      each other in flexible layouts, developers may set the width and height
      to percentages.
Keeping images from expanding



When images are set to percentage-based dimensions, browsers
        might stretch the images beyond the point where the images retain
        their integrity. For example, compression artifacts that are nearly
        invisible in a JPEG or GIF image become apparent when they are
        expanded.
To keep the images from expanding beyond a defined width, use
        the max-width property with length
        units:
img {
 border: 1px solid #cecece;
 width: 60%;
 max-width: 300px;
 float: left;
 margin-right: .7em;
 margin-bottom: .5em;
}


See Also



Chapter 9 for more on flexible
      layouts
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Every book tells a story—even books on web design tips and
  techniques.
This book is about Cascading Style Sheets, or CSS as it’s commonly
  abbreviated. CSS is a simple standardized syntax that gives designers
  extensive control over the presentation of their web pages and is an
  essential component of web design today.
Compared to 1990s-era development techniques, CSS gives web designers
  greater control over their designs so that they can spend less time editing
  and maintaining their websites. CSS also extends beyond traditional web
  design to designing and controlling the look of a web page when it is
  printed.
You don’t need any special hardware or software to design web pages.
  The basic requirements are a computer, a modern browser such as Firefox,
  Safari, or Internet Explorer for Windows (to name a few), and your favorite
  web page editor. A web page editor can be anything from a simple text editor
  such as Notepad (for Windows) or TextEdit (for the Mac), to a full-fledged
  WYSIWYG tool such as Adobe Dreamweaver set in code view.
Now you know what the book is about. Let me tell you its story, its
  history.
Some would say web design officially began when Tim Berners-Lee,
  inventor of the World Wide Web, put together the first set of web pages.
  Others would say it began when the center tag came about
  due to Netscape’s own extension of HTML.
Though it might seem ironic, I happen to believe that this new media
  really got started with books. The books that helped lead the way to the
  dot-com boom in the 1990s started with Lynda Weinman’s first full-color book
  about web graphics, Designing Web Graphics (Pearson),
  which was published in January 1996, and then David Siegel’s
  Creating Killer Web Sites (Hayden), published several
  months later that same year. These two books helped to kick off the web
  revolution as much as those who invented the technologies that made the Web
  possible.
However, the methods written in those books,
  although cutting edge for their time, are out of date in today’s context. As
  I write these pages, it has been 13 years since those initial books were
  published; the same year Weinman’s and Siegel’s first books about web design
  came out describing how to use font tags, nested tables,
  and single-pixel GIFs was the same year CSS was first introduced.
CSS has come a long way since then. With more than 13 years of
  development put into it, it’s only now—with the advent of Internet Explorer
  8 for Windows reaching a large audience—that web designers, developers, and
  everyday users of browsers can use CSS2 to its intended potential.
In addition to IE8, other browsers are making their presence known,
  and are often ahead of Internet Explorer in supporting new features.
  Browsers such as Firefox, Safari, Chrome, and Opera are implementing the
  latest specifications of CSS3 and HTML5 as quickly as the World Wide Web
  Consortium (W3C) Working Groups’ members are bandying them about.
If you are serious about building today’s usable and cutting-edge
  websites, use CSS and CSS Cookbook, a collection of
  CSS-based solutions to common web design problems. Together they can help
  you create your own bit of web design history.
Audience



This book is for web designers and developers struggling with the
    problems of designing with CSS. With this book, web builders can solve
    common problems associated with CSS-enabled web page designs.
CSS Cookbook is ideal for people who have
    wanted to use CSS for web projects but have shied away from learning a new
    technology. If you are this type of reader, use the solutions in the book
    one or a few at a time. Use it as a guidebook and come back to it when you
    are ready or need to learn another technique or trick.
Even if you consider yourself an expert in CSS, but not in basic
    design knowledge, this book is useful to have next to your computer. It
    covers elements of design from web typography to page layouts, and even
    includes a chapter on designing with CSS to get you motivated.


Removing Dotted Lines When Clicking on a Link in Internet
    Explorer



Problem



You want to remove the dotted lines that appear when you click on
      links in Internet Explorer.

Solution



Set the outline property to
      none for links:
a {
 outline: none;
}

Discussion



The outline property is not a part of the box
      model like margin, border, and
      padding are. Even though the border is taken into
      account when adding up the width of an element, the outline is
      not.
Note
Unlike for borders, the sides of an outline do not have specific
        CSS properties. For example, there is not an
        outline-top property.

The dotted outlines common in Internet Explorer for Windows aid in
      accessibility, allowing site visitors to know where they clicked or what
      is clickable on a page. However, there might be a few times when an
      outline of a link would compromise the visual style of a design.
To provide some feedback for site visitors (even if
      outline is set to none or
      not), it’s recommended to set the :focus pseudo-class when styling links
      along with setting the rollover effects:
a:hover, a:active, a:focus {
 color: #399;
}
The use of :focus occurs when an element, such
      as an input element, is activated by the user’s
      keyboard or other input.
Note
Internet Explorer requires a valid DOCTYPE (see Understanding DOCTYPEs and Effects on Browser Layout) for the
        outline property to be applied.


See Also



The CSS2 specification for outline at http://www.w3.org/TR/CSS2/ui.html#dynamic-outlines


Using Floats to Display Columns in Any Order



Problem



You want to develop a system to display content in columns in any
      order.

Solution



Given the following markup:
<div id="container-outer">
 <div id="container">
  <div id="content" class="column">
   <div class="wrap">
    [...]
   </div>
  </div><!-- /END #content -->

  <div id="navigation" class="column">
   <div class="wrap">
    [...]
   </div>
  </div><!-- /END #navigation -->

  <div id="related-info" class="column">
   <div class="wrap">
    [...]
   </div>
  </div><!-- /END #related-info -->
 </div><!-- /END #container -->
</div><!-- /END #container-outer -->
apply the following CSS rules:
.column {
 float: left;
}

#content {
 margin-left: 20%;
 width: 60%;
}

#navigation {
 margin-left: −80%;
 width: 20%;
}

#related-info {
 width: 19%;
}

/* IEx patches \*/
* html .column {
 display: inline;
}

* html #navigation li {
 height: 1%;
}
/**/
This will yield the basic page layout shown in Figure 11-10, with two narrow,
      flexible-width sidebars bounding an equally flexible center
      column.
[image: Basic formatting of page layout]

Figure 11-10. Basic formatting of page layout


From this rather bland foundation, you can layer additional CSS on
      top. Adding the following code to your CSS will yield a design similar
      to Figure 11-11:
body {
 font: normal 62.5%/1.7 Verdana, Geneva, Helvetica, Arial, sans-serif;
 margin: 0;
 padding: 0;
}
#container:after {
 clear: both;
 content: ".";
 display: block;
 height: 0;
 visibility: hidden;
}
#container {
 display: inline-block;
}
#container-outer {
 background: url("bg-left.gif") repeat-y 20% 0;
}
#container {
 background: url("bg-right.gif") repeat-y 80% 0;
}
.column .wrap {
 padding: 20px;
}
#content .wrap {
 padding: 20px 30px;
}
#content p {
 margin-top: 0;
}
#content p:first-child {
 font: normal 1.4em/1.6 Georgia, Times, "Times New Roman", serif;
}
#content p:first-child:first-line {
 text-transform: uppercase;
}
#navigation ul, #navigation ul li {
 list-style: none;
 margin: 0;
 padding: 0;
}
#navigation ul li {
 margin-bottom: .4em;
}
#navigation li a {
 background: #36C;
 color: #FFF;
 border-left: 7px solid #09F;
 display: block;
 padding: .4em .4em .4em 20px;
 text-decoration: none;
}
#navigation li a:hover {
 border-left: none;
 border-right: 7px solid #09F;
 padding-left: 27px;
}
#related-info {
 color: #555;
 font-style: italic;
}
#copyright {
 border: 1px solid #B2B2B2;
 border-width: 1px 0;
 clear: both;
 padding: 10px 20px;
 text-align: center;
}
#copyright p {
 margin: 0;
}
[image: Fleshed-out design of multicolumn layout]

Figure 11-11. Fleshed-out design of multicolumn layout


Discussion



The authors of the CSS specification never intended floats to be
      used for page-level layout control: rather, they were a means to control
      the flow of content around an object, much as
      align="left" or align="right"
      would cause text to wrap around an img element. But
      despite the specification’s original spirit, floats do offer a powerful
      and flexible alternative to traditional, table-based layout
      techniques.
Alex Robinson, a designer, published an influential article on
      creating the “Any Order Columns” in CSS (http://www.positioniseverything.net/articles/onetruelayout/).
      Robinson’s technique allows developers to create multicolumn layouts
      easily by using floats to display each column in any order, regardless
      of the order in which those blocks appear in the markup.
The markup



To work with this technique, you first need to establish columns
        in your markup, like so:
<div id="container">
 <div id="content" class="column">
  [...]
 </div><!-- /END #content -->

 <div id="navigation" class="column">
  [...]
 </div><!-- /END #navigation -->

 <div id="related-info" class="column">
  [...]
 </div><!-- /END #related-info -->
</div><!-- /END #container -->

<div id="copyright">
 <p>Copyright notice goes here.</p>
</div>
Inside each div, place any markup you would
        like. Figure 11-12 shows what the unstyled
        document looks like, with a few paragraphs and an unordered list
        thrown in for good measure.
[image: Unstyled page layout]

Figure 11-12. Unstyled page layout


From the demonstration so far, you set up a
        div element for each of your three columns and
        assigned each an id that describes the kind of
        content that will be placed inside. In this Solution, the values for
        id are content,
        navigation, and
        related-info.
Note
It would have been just as easy to use
          center, left, and
          right, but that wouldn’t have been especially
          forward thinking: what happens when you change your site’s CSS file,
          and the new design requires the “left” div to
          appear on the righthand side of the page?


Defining the columns



With this simple markup structure in place, apply a generic
        float rule to all three “column” divs:
.column {
 float: left;
}
As shown in Figure 11-13, the
        layout does not look drastically different. The copyright text is a
        bit out of alignment, but the bulk of the page appears as it did
        before, with each “column” div stacking
        horizontally. Once you assign dimensions to these blocks, however,
        things will rapidly change.
[image: The moved copyright notice]

Figure 11-13. The moved copyright notice


First, start with the content block.
        To set the block to be 60% of the window width and the width of the
        lefthand sidebar to be 20% of the screen, create the following
        rule:
#content {
 margin-left: 20%;
 width: 60%;
}
Figure 11-14
        shows that the layout is looking a bit odd, but is starting to take
        shape.
[image: Applying styles to the content portion of the layout]

Figure 11-14. Applying styles to the content portion of the layout


By setting a lefthand margin equal to the width of the lefthand
        sidebar, you’ve essentially “reserved” some space for it. The next
        step is to use negative margins to “pull” the navigation
        div across the content div to
        the lefthand side of the page:
#navigation {
 margin-left: −80%;
 width: 20%;
}
The margin-left
        value applied is a sum of the width of the center column (60%) and its
        lefthand margin (20%). This pulls the navigation column over to its
        proper place, as shown in Figure 11-15.
[image: The navigation, moved to the left column]

Figure 11-15. The navigation, moved to the left column


Now, simply by setting a width on the
        related-info block, the three-column layout is
        complete, as shown in Figure 11-16:
#related-info {
 width: 20%;
}
This looks excellent, though the “copyright”
        div is still a bit off. But it’s easy to fix that
        with the clear property, as shown in Figure 11-17:
#copyright {
 clear: both;
}
[image: Moving the right column content into place]

Figure 11-16. Moving the right column content into place


[image: Placing the copyright notice at the bottom of the page]

Figure 11-17. Placing the copyright notice at the bottom of the
          page


Although the layout might look as though the columns are nearly
        complete, Figure 11-18
        shows that IE needs a little extra attention.
[image: Problems with the layout viewed in Internet Explorer for Windows]

Figure 11-18. Problems with the layout viewed in Internet Explorer for
          Windows


This is the result of a documented IE bug known as the
        “Doubled Float-Margin Bug” (http://positioniseverything.net/explorer/doubled-margin.html):
        essentially, when a margin is applied to a floated box in the same
        direction as the float, that margin is doubled in size.
Since the lefthand margin is applied to a left-floated element,
        IE takes that 20% margin and doubles it to 40%.
Thankfully, the fix is simple. When you apply display:
        inline to the problematic element, Internet Explorer behaves
        again. To do this, add the following lines to your CSS:
/* IEx patches \*/
* html .column {
 display: inline;
}
/**/
The oddly formatted comments and * html
        prefix ensure that earlier versions of IE can see this code. And as
        Figure 11-19 shows, IE
        is behaving properly.
[image: The fix applied, and the layout working in Internet Explorer for Windows]

Figure 11-19. The fix applied, and the layout working in Internet Explorer
          for Windows


The result is a flexible, three-column layout template. But
        where else can you take this?

Creating whitespace



The space between the columns is called a gutter. To customize this layout by
        increasing the size of the gutters, you can apply some margins around
        the columns. There are a number of ways to achieve this effect, but
        start by adding an additional div to each
        column:
<div id="container">
 <div id="content" class="column">
  <div class="wrap">
   [...]
  </div>
 </div><!-- /end #content -->

 <div id="navigation" class="column">
  <div class="wrap">
   [...]
  </div>
 </div><!-- /end #navigation -->

 <div id="related-info" class="column">
  <div class="wrap">
   [...]
  </div>
 </div><!-- /end #related-info -->
</div><!-- /end #container -->
With the “wrap” divs in place (which we will
        get back to later in the Discussion), apply padding to them with CSS
        to create more breathing room, as shown in Figure 11-20:
.column .wrap {
 padding: 20px;
}

#content .wrap {
 padding: 20px 30px;
}
[image: Increasing the size of the gutters]

Figure 11-20. Increasing the size of the gutters



Adjusting the order of columns



As you may have noticed by now, the “Any Order Columns” method
        is grounded in the intelligent use of margins: positive margins are
        used to reserve space, and negative margins are used to “pull” columns
        out of their natural position.
Simplify the CSS for a moment, and remove all of the column
        margins:
#content {
 width: 60%;
}
#navigation {
 width: 20%;
}
#related-info {
 width: 19%;
}
As a result, the layout now looks like Figure 11-21, with each
        column appearing in its natural position in the float order.
[image: Moving the navigation between the columns]

Figure 11-21. Moving the navigation between the columns


By adding a lefthand margin to the “navigation”
        div, and then using a negative lefthand margin to
        move the “related-info” div, you can essentially
        reverse the order of the second two columns. With the following CSS,
        you’re left with a layout similar to Figure 11-22:
#content {
 width: 60%;
}
#navigation {
 margin-left: 20%;
 width: 20%;
}
#related-info {
 margin-left: −39%;
 width: 19%;
}
[image: Reversing the order of the columns]

Figure 11-22. Reversing the order of the columns


To complete the demonstration, place the content column on the
        righthand side of the page, as shown in Figure 11-23, by applying the
        following code:
#content {
 margin-left: 40%;
 width: 60%;
}
#navigation {
 margin-left: −100%;
 width: 20%;
}
#related-info {
 margin-left: −80%;
 width: 19%;
}
[image: Content column moved to the righthand side of the page]

Figure 11-23. Content column moved to the righthand side of the
          page


As with the first layout, you applied a margin to the content
        column to “reserve” some whitespace on the lefthand side of the page.
        Then, you used negative lefthand margins to pull the navigation and
        “related information” divs into the proper
        location.

Faking columns



Now we’ll return to the first layout, as shown in Figure 11-24, and see how to
        make the columns feel a bit more polished. The first step: background
        images.
[image: Initial layout awaiting column graphics]

Figure 11-24. Initial layout awaiting column graphics

“Faux columns” is a technique developed by web designer Dan
        Cederholm (http://alistapart.com/articles/fauxcolumns/) that
        utilizes a horizontally repeating background image.
By using one tiled image, Cederholm’s method works incredibly
        well in a fixed-width design; however, the technique’s versatility
        means that it needs only slight modification to work in a fully
        flexible layout.
First, you need two images, one for each side of the content
        column. Figure 11-25 shows the
        lefthand graphic, and Figure 11-26
        shows the righthand graphic.
[image: Graphic for lefthand column]

Figure 11-25. Graphic for lefthand column


[image: Graphic for righthand column]

Figure 11-26. Graphic for righthand column


Next, wrap the container block in an extra
        div:
<div id="container-outer">
 <div id="container">
  [Rest of template goes here]
 </div>
</div>
And finally, add the following rules to your stylesheet:
#container:after {
 clear: both;
 content: ".";
 display: block;
 height: 0;
 visibility: hidden;
}
#container {
 display: inline-block;
}
/*\*/
#container {
 display: block;
}
/**/
/*\*//*/
#container {
 display: inline-block;
}
/**/
#container-outer {
 background: url("bg-left.gif") repeat-y 20% 0;
}
#container {
 background: url("bg-right.gif") repeat-y 80% 0;
}
Note
Also, you could use the overflow property
          set to hidden, as discussed in Using Self-Clearing Floated Elements.

With this code in place, the columns appear as full-length
        columns, as shown in Figure 11-27. From here, feel free
        to add any typographic styles you’d like; the ones supplied in the Solution will do nicely,
        and will yield the finished design shown in Figure 11-28.
[image: Column graphics applied to layout]

Figure 11-27. Column graphics applied to layout


[image: Finalized page layout]

Figure 11-28. Finalized page layout



An alternative solution



The float model for laying out pages is powerful, but floats can
        have a rather steep learning curve. As a result, many designers find
        absolute positioning to be an attractive alternative, enabling them to
        precisely position the different components of their design with
        x and y coordinates.
Unfortunately, positioned elements are taken “out of the
        document flow,” which effectively collapses their containing element.
        As a result, “positioned” designs lack the powerful float concept of
        clearing, which enables the different parts of a design to be “context
        aware”: that is, a “footer” div (such as the
        copyright block in the Solution) can be cleared of the floated blocks
        above it, but not of any positioned elements on the page.
Shaun Inman, a talented web designer/developer, has written a
        lean JavaScript function to fix this problem (http://shauninman.com/plete/2006/05/clearance-position-inline-absolute.php).
        When inserted into your web pages, Inman’s script will automatically
        “clear” elements of any other positioned elements on the page, as
        shown in Figure 11-29.
[image: Using absolute positioning for a layout]

Figure 11-29. Using absolute positioning for a layout


The only potential drawback to this method is that it does rely
        on JavaScript being active in the user’s browser. But if the content
        is accessible if you disable JavaScript in your target browsers during
        testing, all should be well.


See Also



Designing an Asymmetric Layout for designing an
      asymmetric layout with absolute positioning


Replacing a Color Logo for a Black-and-White Logo When Printing Web
    Pages



Problem



You want to swap a color logo for a logo that is more suitable for
      printing, without inserting two logo images into the HTML or creating a
      separate printer-friendly web page.

Solution



Code the HTML for the web document to include a black-and-white
      logo, as shown in Figure 10-1:
<div id="header">
 <h1><a href="/"><img src="e4h_logo-print.gif" /></a></h1>
</div><!-- /#header -->
[image: The color logo brought in through the background-image property]

Figure 10-1. The color logo brought in through the background-image
        property


Next, keep the black-and-white logo from being displayed in the
      browser:
<style type="text/css" rel="stylesheet" media="screen">
 #header h1 img {
  display: none;
 }
</style>
Then bring in the color logo through the background of the
      h1 element, as shown in Figure 10-1:
<style type="text/css" rel="stylesheet" media="screen">
 #header h1 img {
  display: none;
 }
 #header h1 a {
  display: block;
  background-image: url(e4h_logo.gif);
  background-repeat: no-repeat;
  width: 494px;
  height: 85px;
 }
</style>
Since this stylesheet is reserved for screen media, the browser
      ignores the screen CSS rules and displays the black-and-white logo, as
      shown in Figure 10-2.
[image: The black-and-white logo printed out]

Figure 10-2. The black-and-white logo printed out



Discussion



This technique uses a basic image replacement method, as shown in
      Creating Transparent PNG Images for IE6 and Later. Instead of
      removing HTML text, the printer-friendly image is replaced for an image
      that is more suitable for full-color display.
This swapping of images works by setting specific rules based on
      the media type being used. When you set the media type in the initial
      CSS code snippet to screen, the browser ignores the
      CSS rules that hid the black-and-white image as it starts to process the
      document for printing.
Warning
If you don’t distinguish the CSS rules for your main stylesheet
        with a media type, the browser assumes the value is
        all. Any additional print-only CSS rules are then
        mixed with your other CSS rules, which might cause unwanted results
        when printing the web document, as the cascade tries to determine the
        look of the page when it’s printed. So, when setting up a print-only
        stylesheet, make sure you set your styles to the correct media
        type.


See Also



The “CSS Logo Replacement” blog post at http://www.ibloomstudios.com/articles/css_logo_replacement/


Adding a Highlighting Effect on a Table Row



Problem



You want to highlight a whole row within a table when the cursor
      moves over a table cell within that table row.

Solution



Use the :hover pseudo-class on the
      tr element, as shown in Figure 9-9:
tr:hover {
 background: yellow;
}
[image: A table row highlighted as the cursor moves across the table]

Figure 9-9. A table row highlighted as the cursor moves across the
        table


Discussion



The :hover pseudo-class is commonly seen on
      links to create rollover effects. However, the CSS specification doesn’t
      limit its use to just links. You can also apply it to other elements,
      such as p and div.
Modern browsers support this solution. However, IE7 and earlier
      versions do not create a hover effect on an element other than a
      link.

See Also



The CSS 2.1 specification for dynamic pseudo-classes at http://www.w3.org/TR/CSS21/selector.html#dynamic-pseudo-classes


Picking a Text Editor



Problem



You want to choose a text editor for marking up content with
      HTML.

Solution



Numerous software applications are geared toward coding HTML. Some
      are free and some require payment.
Some basic text editors that come preinstalled with operating
      systems include:
	Notepad (Windows OS)

	TextEdit (Mac OS)

	gedit (Linux OS)



Here are some other free text editors that have more
      features:
	Notepad++ (Windows OS; http://notepad-plus.sourceforge.net/uk/site.htm)

	TextWrangler (Mac OS; http://www.barebones.com/products/TextWrangler/)

	jEdit (Windows OS, Mac OS, and Linux OS; http://www.jedit.org/)



For more professional-level, commercial integrated development
      environments (IDEs), try one of the following:
	Adobe Dreamweaver (Windows OS and Mac OS; http://www.adobe.com/products/dreamweaver/)

	Panic Software’s Coda (Mac OS; http://www.panic.com/coda/)




Discussion



For editing HTML, some applications come bundled with common
      operating systems such as Mac OS X and Windows. They are TextEdit and Notepad, respectively.
Warning
Do not use word processing programs for working with HTML.
        Although these programs are ideal for creating common documents that
        you need to print, they add extraneous formatting to your text that
        you don’t want or need.

Before using TextEdit, go to File→Preferences and check “Plain text” as the
      format option. Otherwise, the text editor might strip out the HTML
      elements.
If you use Notepad, select Format→WordWrap. This option allows long lines to be
      wrapped within the application window, making it easier to edit.
Note
For both TextEdit and Notepad, make sure to save the HTML file
        with an .html file extension. Do not append an
        additional .html extension onto the file. For
        example, example.txt.html or
        example.html.txt only leads to heartbreak.

Even though these code editors—which are free and already
      installed in the operating system—do not offer many options, many web
      designers rely on them for working
      with HTML.
More robust, still free



Another text editing option that is also free is TextWrangler from Bare Bones Software. TextWrangler is
        not as full-featured as the company’s flagship product, BBEdit, but
        it might suit your needs just
        the same. TextWrangler and BBEdit are Mac-only applications.
For Windows, there are options such as Notepad++ and TextPad (see http://www.textpad.com/).
If you use Unix, there are the vi/vim and Emacs editors. Another potential text editor
        is jEdit, which is also available for Mac and Windows.

IDE solutions



More full-featured products often cost more, but they provide a
        complete solution for dealing with almost every aspect of building
        websites. Popular products in this realm include Adobe Dreamweaver
        and Panic Software’s Coda.


See Also



http://www.notepad.org/logo.htm, to get a
      “Made with Notepad” graphical banner to place on your web page


